
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Protecting Open Space in Orange County since 1968 

lagunagreenbelt.org                                        wildlifecorridor.org                             P.O. Box 860, Laguna Beach 92652  
 

 

 
 

December 2022 

Dear Greenbelt Supporter, 

I hope that you and your family have had a healthy and successful year. 

I want to thank you once again for your past support of the Laguna Greenbelt and 

our mission to preserve and protect our precious open spaces and the wildlife within 

them. Without your support, our successes over the last year would not be possible. 

Much has been accomplished in 2022. I want to highlight three areas. 

The Irvine-Laguna Wildlife Corridor: 

Our efforts to ensure that the animals and vegetation in our open spaces continue to 

thrive is dependent on completing a safe passage to the Cleveland National Forest. 

Here are some highlights: 

• Irvine Segment – FivePoint, as part of their Great Park Neighborhoods 

development, has completed grading, planting, and fencing (to keep humans 

out) for about 2/3 of this 2-1/2-mile segment. Wildlife experts are already 

reporting seeing animals using this portion of the Corridor. Ribbon cutting is on 

schedule for 2026 for this remarkable dedicated wildlife corridor through the 

heart of the third most dense 

County in California. 

• Project 30x30 – Project 30x30 

is an effort by the global 

community to conserve 30% 

of terrestrial and marine 

habitats by 2030. This goal has 

been adopted by over 100 

countries, including the U.S. 

The state of California rolled 

out a statewide effort in April, 

with a Southland Region committee formed to identify priority projects. After 

examining over 100 projects, the Irvine-Laguna Wildlife Corridor, along with the 

22,000-acre Laguna Greenbelt, was recognized as a priority 30X30 Project in the 

region to achieve climate resiliency and proposed for listing on the State’s 

Wildlife Corridor Priority Map. 
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Members of the Greenbelt Board view a portion of the Wildlife 
Corridor, approximately 600 feet wide at this point. 
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• Capital Campaign – With the proposed listing on the Wildlife Corridor Priority Map and other 

related projects, the Laguna Greenbelt has launched a campaign to raise $2.5 million for 

needed remediations to the section of the Corridor south of the I-5 Freeway, including the 

open spaces in and around Laguna Beach. These funds will be used to ensure a fully 

functioning Corridor by 2026 when the Irvine Segment officially opens. 

Educational Programs: 

We have continued our long-term efforts to ensure the next generation shares our commitment to 

protecting and preserving the environment. Last year saw several notable achievements: 

• Internships – The intern program had four students, two high school students from 

Laguna Beach, one from Irvine, and a student from Irvine Valley College. In addition, the 

Greenbelt employs a graduate student from UCI to help with our media relations.  

• Mini-Grant Program – With school back in session, we were able to provide our traditional 

small grants, mini-grants, to Laguna teachers to fund environmental activities.  

• Scholarships –Once again, we were able to provide multiple awards to honor several 

students who showed an outstanding interest in the environment and intend to pursue 

related degrees in college.  

Honoring Our Heritage: 

Jim Dilley founded the Laguna Greenbelt, Inc. in 1968 to make his dream of open space 

preservation a reality, a dream realized with the preservation of 22,000 acres. Earlier this year, 

a plaque honoring Jim’s life and accomplishment was 

installed at the Nix Nature Center. This is the third 

piece honoring Jim, joining a plaque/bas relief at the 

Community Center/SuzyQ and a plaque at the Canyon 

Club. The Greenbelt thanks the Kalos Agathos 

Foundation for initiating and funding these projects as 

an honored wish of the late Bruce Hopping, longtime 

Laguna resident and admirer of Jim. Bill Atkins was the 

graphic artist and Marv Johnson created the bas relief. 

 

Our best wishes for a safe and happy holiday season. 

 
Norm Grossman, President 

For additional information on our programs, please visit our websites at lagunagreenbelt.org 

and wildlifecorridor.org. 

Board Member Bob Borthwick and artist Bill Atkins 


