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Have you heard of Artemisia californica? If you
have spent anytime along the California coast, the
chances you have seen it are extremely high!
Artemisia californica, commonly known as
California Sagebrush or Cowboy Cologne, is a
drought tolerant shrub species native to
California. During the summer months, the plant
sprouts summer foliage which are better suited
for the dry and hot season. It flourishes along the
coast as it utilizes fog drip as a water source in
the early mornings. It ranges from San Francisco
to San Diego and extends inland to Riverside
County.

(Continued on next page)

CSS: A COMPLEX  
ECOSYSTEM,
UNIQUE TO
SOUTHERN
CALIFORNIA
Text by Miguel Tapia
Images take by
Giovanni Di Franco

J U N E  2 0 2 2  |  S U M M E R  N E W S L E T T E R

COASTAL
SAGE

SCRUB



With this elaborate list of native species,
take a second to visualize the diversity of
fauna that feed on and coexist within the
community. CSS provides habitat for
federally and state endangered species such
as the California Gnatcatcher, Coastal
Cactus Wren, and the Mountain Lion. There
is an impressive amount of life and energy
that runs through our California green
spaces.

While CSS may be present throughout
Orange County, these habitats have been
fragmented. Green spaces can act as
corridors to these habitats and increase
resource availability to our threatened
fauna and improve their tolerance to
climate changeKeep an open eye the next
time you see this community and remind
yourself of the biodiverse habitat you are
walking through!

Shrub communities, like Coastal Sage
Scrub (CSS), are important complex
matrices of uniquely adapted forbs,
grasses, shrubs, and trees that
provide productive habitat for native
fauna. Common plants that comprise
the CSS community are: Eriogonum
fasciculatum (California Buckwheat),
Baccharis pilularis (Coyote Brush),
Diplacus aurantiacus (Bush Monkey
Flower), Rhus integrifolia (Lemonade
Berry) and Encelia Californica
(California Bush Sunflower).



The wildlife crossing in
Agoura Hills, CA being
constructed over the
10-lane 101 freeway will
be the largest wildlife
crossing in the world.

Back in 2015, the plan to create a wildlife corridor
was proposed by the National Wildlife Foundation
and Caltrans to help improve the connection of
greenspaces for native fauna. It would be a great
achievement to help the genetic flow of species
that were limited to land fragmented by the 101
Freeway in Agoura Hils, California. 

Originally anticipated to take years for sufficient
funding donations to be raised, the Annenberg
Foundation catalyzed this process by
contributing a $1 million challenge grant. With
this grant, the project was able to raise funding
from over 3000 institutions that allowed for a
construction start date to be set for the year
2025.

On Earth Day, April 22, 2022, construction began
for the Wallis Annenberg Liberty Canyon Wildlife
Crossing. Community members, Wallis Annenberg
herself, and public figures like California
Governor, Gavin Newsom were in attendance at
the groundbreaking ceremony. 

WALLIS ANNENBERG WILDLIFE
CROSSING - A HISTORIC DAY FOR
WILDLIFE CONSERVATIONISTS
Text by Giovanni Di Franco
Photos acquired from annenberg.org

WHY BUILD WILDLIFE
CORRIDORS?
Wildlife populations have
been fragmented over
decades of rapid development
in cities throughout the world
Smaller, unconnected habitats
limited population diversity,
resource availability, and
increase the probability of
human-animal interactions.
These corridors can provide
opportunities for native
species to safely cross human
barriers and increase their
success in green space away
from human-dominated areas.



TooToo, TikTak, TikTok?! What is this new
social media platform taking the internet by
storm? Viral dances and unique sounds have
been calling the interest of individuals
worldwide to collaborate and create original
content. Some said this platform was just a
temporary trend, but two years since their
rebranding from Musically, TikTok has grown
exponentially. Can this be a new platform to
reach the youth of Orange County and get
them involved in local conservation issues? 

Instagram and Facebook have been used by
companies and organizations globally for more
than a decade. We have learned that these
digital applications are replacing classic print
marketing  like billboards and magazines. They
are even the main source for news in
comparison to newspapers and television.
If we know that we can reach a greater
audience using social media, we can use this
as a resource to increase awareness for
endangered species, local restoration
volunteer opportunities, and bring back
excitement for the environmental movement.
Please follow us on our social media to stay
updated on all thing Laguna Greenbelt related!

In the US, People
spend on average
over 2 hours on

social media daily.
Worldwide, the

average increases
to almost 2.5 hours!

EXPANDING THE SOCIAL MEDIA
PRESENCE OF LAGUNA

GREENBELT
Text by Giovanni Di Franco



The following are direct quotes from the
Expert Blog section on the NRDC website.

"Connectivity is crucial to the state’s efforts
to fight the biodiversity and climate crises
and its pledge to protect 30% of the state’s
lands and waters by 2030. Without the ability
to move across landscapes, species cannot
thrive in an ever-changing world."

WILDLIFE CORRIDORS CRUCIAL FOR
CALIFORNIA'S BIODIVERSITY

Text by Damon Nagami 
Natural Resources Defense Council, Inc.

"Organizations including Laguna Greenbelt, Hills For Everyone, and
Friends of Harbors, Beaches and Parks have led this tremendous
corridor effort that eventually will provide a critical linkage to ensure
that native wildlife will continue to populate the wilderness area
between the coastal wildlands in Orange County and the foothills of
the Santa Ana Mountains."

"Currently, Laguna’s
coastal natural areas
are completely isolated
from other wildlands,
which has rendered the
area an ecological
island for the native
species that live there.
This corridor will
increase the chances of
survival for species like
the coastal bobcat and
mule deer by expanding
their hunting and
mating territories."

https://www.nrdc.org/experts/damon-nagami
https://lagunagreenbelt.org/
https://www.hillsforeveryone.org/
https://www.fhbp.org/


Laguna Greenbelt, Inc. works to preserve open space and support wildlife that
depend on local habitat to thrive.

 
Donate at:

 https://lagunagreenbelt.org/donate-membership/
 

or mail a check to
Laguna Greenbelt, Inc.

P.O. Box 860
Laguna Beach, CA 92652


